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Up-Coming in March
Tues./Wed., Mar. 4 - 5
4th  Grade CST Writing Assessments
Tuesday, Mar. 4
PTA/Booster Mtg, Lounge - 8:15 AM
Wednesday, Mar. 5
ELAC Mtg, Staff Lounge Ð 8:20 AM

Thursday, Mar. 6
PTA Mtg, Topic: Internet Security 6:30P
Sunday, Mar. 9
Daylight Savings Begins (Spring forward)

Monday, Mar. 10
Math-a-Rama Ends
Mon. to Fri., Mar. 10 - 14
Parent-Teacher Conf / Minimum Days
(School ends at 1:25 PM all week)

Thursday, Mar. 13
Campus Tours, Main Office Ð 8:15 AM
Mon. to Fri., Mar. 17 - 21
NO SCHOOL, SPRING BREAK
Wedneday, Mar. 26
PTA/Booster Mtg, Library Ð2:45 PM
Thursday, Mar. 6
LEARN/School Site Meeting, Library
Friday, Mar. 28
Awards Assembly & Report cards
Saturday, Mar. 29
School Beautifcation Day

Saturday, Mar. 29
Earth Hour  (Switch off the power for
one hour, 8-9 PM local time)

Monday, Mar. 31
Cesar Chavez Day (Some governmental
offices will be closed in observance)

PrincipalÕs News

Dear Clover Families,

It’s hard to believe, but parent-
teacher conferences are right
around the corner.  During the
week of March 10th, you will
have the opportunity to meet with
your child’s teacher.  This is one
of the best ways for you and the
teacher to establish and reinforce a
partnership, so the two of you can
work together for your child’s
success.  Your knowledge of your
child and your point of view are
important for the teacher.  And the
teacher’s professional viewpoint
and advice are important to you.
The conference is the time for this
important exchange of information
to take place. Here are some tips
from the California State PTA
Handbook on Effective Parent
–Teacher Conferences.

Before the Conference
Be sure in your own mind about
the purpose of the conference.
Whether the conference is one in a
regularly scheduled series of
meetings to discuss your child’s
academic progress or report card
or has been requested to discuss a
problem or concern.  Remember
that you and the teacher meet as
adults mutually concerned about
your child’s achievement and
well-being.

Talk With Your Child Before You
Go
Ask what they like about school,
what they dislike or would like
changed.  What are their feelings
about the teacher, the class
environment, themselves?

Sh a r o n  Fa b i an ,  Pr i n c i p a l

L i sa Yama sh i t a ,  Assi st an t  Pr i n c i p a l

Write Down Things It Would Be
Helpful For The Teacher To
Know such as:
 Any unusual stress at home.
 Your child’s relationship

with brothers, sisters, and
others at home.

 Organized activities in which
your child participates.

 Your perception of your child
as a learner and as a person.

 Previous school experiences,
if you think it would be
helpful.

Write Down Questions You Have
For The Teacher
 How much homework will

my child have?  How should
I help?

 How are grades decided?
 What is the classroom

discipline policy?
 What kinds of tests are

given?  What do they mean?

Write Down Questions You Have
About Your Child
 How is my child doing in

reading, math, and other
subjects compared to her
potential; compared to the
norm at her grade level?

 How is my child doing
socially?  Does he get along
with others?

 What does she like to do?
What does she not like to do?

 Does he seem happy in
school?  Are there any
problems?             (cont’d, pg 2)

 

The Next Cloverleaf
Deadline is Wednesday,

March 19th 2008
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PrincipalÕs News (contÕd)

During the Conference
If you do not understand
something, immediately ask to
have it explained.

Ask the teacher what specific
activities you can do at home that
would help our childÕs progress
Sometimes an “action plan” can
be worked out to tell you what to
do to help your child at home and
what the teacher will do at school.
Make sure it is clear who is to do
what and when; what has been
agreed on for the teacher to do, the
parent to do, and the student to do;
and how you will stay in contact.

Take notes during the conference
so you can remember what was
said

Assure the teacher of your
continued support
State your appreciation for the
opportunity to discuss your child’s
education.

ÒA word as to the
education of the heart.  We
donÕt believe that this can

be imparted through
books; it can only be
imparted through the

loving touch of the
teacher.Ó

 Ð Cesar Chavez -

After the Conference
Share what occurred at the
conference with your child by
 Stressing positive points

brought out by the teacher
 Giving praise for

achievement.
 Discussing the action plan on

which you and the teacher
agreed.

Follow through with the action
plan, keeping in touch with the
teacher.

Armed with all this information, I
know you will continue to forge
strong parent-teacher partnerships.
Happy conferencing!

Warmly,

Sharon Fabian, Principal

From the Booster
Club President

Hi Everyone!

I just want to remind you about
some great events coming up later
in the Spring at Clover!  Put them
on your calendar now.

The Spring Book Fair comes to
the auditorium beginning Monday,
April 7 (ending on Friday evening,
April 11, with our awesome
International Dinner.)

Then, on Friday evening, May 9,
slip on your dancing shoes for our
Spring Dance!  And, remember
wall-flowers (and those who need
a breather between dances) there’s
the Clover Silent Auction taking
place as well (in the library).

Not only are these events fun but
they also help raise money for the
school.  All these events need

volunteers!  So, if you are
interested in helping out with any
of them, please email me at
jami.kaltman@ca.rr.com or call
me at (310)390-5513.

Hope to see you at all of them. 

Jami Kaltman,
Booster Club President

Thanks, Valet
Volunteers!

The Valet Drop-off program is
running smoothly this year thanks
to our parent & student
volunteers—despite the winter
cold and rain!

We welcome new volunteers, and
more people are supporting the
program by utilizing the valet or
cooperating with our "No
jaywalking/double parking"
policy.  Your continual help will
be critical to our kids' safety.

Please plan to arrive early in the
morning and find a safe place, if
you need to park.  Please notice
days/hours of "Loading Only",
"No Parking" or "No Stopping" on
the streets.

We are open to your suggestions/
concerns. Please contact us
anytime at either
ajrusso11@yahoo.com or
harucarlo@yahoo.com.

Alicia Russo
Haruko Takeshita

Remember!  Do Not Block
Our Neighbors!
For those of us who may have forgotten,
please respect our wonderful Clover
neighbors and do not block their
driveways in the morning.  Use our
fabulous Valet Drop-Off.
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A Note From the
Assistant Principal

Dear Clover Families,

To continue to help your children
be happier and more successful at
school, my topic for this month is
anger.

To be able to get along well with
friends, both in and out of the
classroom, your child needs to
learn to cope with anger and
frustration in a positive way. At
school, children will often feel
angry when conflicts arise while
playing games.  We hope that all
children will learn how to cope
with their angry feelings in a way
that is helpful rather than hurtful.

Children need to learn how to
recognize when they have these
angry feelings and learn
techniques to help control their
impulses, calm down and,
possibly, get help from adults.

As it is often said, the first step to
solving a problem is naming the
problem.  Learning how to “take
charge” of angry feelings is an
extremely important lifelong skill.
When children get angry or
frustrated, adults will often rush to
“solve” the problem that incited
the anger. However, this does not
give your child a chance to
practice communicating their
feelings.

When angry, we want children to
be able to relax, communicate,
problem solve, look for humor
and, possibly, change their
environment.

Relaxing when angry can be
challenging because different

things work for different children.
Some recommended strategies to
calm anger are-squeezing
something, running around,
listening to music, painting or
drawing, or taking deep breaths.

Another strategy to relax is to look
for humor in tense situations. A
good laugh, giggle or smile will
help your child relax and be better
prepared to start dealing with the
challenging situation.

Children can also be taught to
calm their anger by
communicating their needs and
feelings.  You may choose to
teach your child to use the
statement “I feel angry when
___________ because ________.”
For example, “I feel angry when
Joey doesn’t let me have a turn
because I feel like he doesn’t like
me.”

We also need to teach our children
to be good problem solvers.
Adults can coach children through
the problem solving steps by
encouraging them to: stop, listen,
brainstorm solutions and choose a
solution that is win-win for
everyone.  Sometimes when easy
solutions can not be agreed on, it
is best to encourage our children
to change their environment.  Let
your child know it is OK to walk
away if things don’t feel right.
Please encourage your child to
seek out the assistance of adults.

Hopefully these suggestions will
make dealing with conflicts and
anger at school a more positive
experience.

Lisa Yamashita
Asst. Principal

What Daylight Savings
Time?  ItÕs Not April!!!

Starting in 2007, daylight time
beginnings and endings were
changed. in the United States.
Now, it begins on the second
Sunday in March and ends on the
first Sunday in November. On the
second Sunday in March (March
9, 2008), clocks are set ahead one
hour at 2:00 a.m. local standard
time, which becomes 3:00 a.m.
local daylight time.

On the first Sunday in November,
clocks are set back one hour at
2:00 a.m. local daylight time,
which becomes 1:00 a.m. local
standard time. These dates were
established by the Energy Policy
Act of 2005, Pub. L. no. 109-58,
119 Stat 594 (2005).

Not all places in the U.S. observe
daylight time. In particular,
Hawaii and most of Arizona do
not use it. Indiana adopted its use
beginning in 2006.

Remember Box Tops
For Education
Cut out BOX TOP coupons from
General Mills products you
already buy.  Put them in the
designated box on the Clover
Office counter (or give to Janet
Brown).  It’s that easy!.
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Cesar Chavez
Remembered

This year’s Chavez Day, a holiday
in eight states (Arizona,
California, Colorado, Michigan,
New Mexico, Texas, Utah, and
Wisconsin) and hundreds of
localities across the nation, marks
the historic 40th anniversary of
Cesar's first long public fast, of 25
days, to rededicate the Farm
Worker Movement to
nonviolence. During the hungry
winter of 1968, the Delano grape
strikers were in the third year of
their walkouts. There was little
hope. The grape growers were
often abusive and sometimes
violent. With some young male
strikers talking about resorting to
violence, Cesar stopped eating.
Even though his health was in
danger, he refused to take food
until all the farm workers
promised to follow the path of
nonviolence instead of violence.

The fast succeeded. All talk of
violence ceased. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. wrote Cesar, expressing
admiration and solidarity.
Thousands of farm workers and
supporters attended a Catholic
mass to end the fast, including
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, who
described Cesar as "one of the
heroic figures of our time."

Earth Hour Focuses
On Global Warming @
8 PM on March 29th

World Wildlife Fund's Earth Hour
is catching on across America
following the tremendous success
of last year's event in Sydney,
Australia.  Chicago will serve as
the U.S. flagship city for Earth
Hour in 2008.  Everyone in the US
and around the world is invited
and encouraged to turn off their
lights for an hour on March 29 at 8
p.m. local time--whether at home
or at work, with friends and family
or solo, in a city or a small town.

Check out www.earthhourus.org
Earth Hour is a great time to
consider what you and your family
can do to reduce emissions and
live more sustainably.

Clover STILL Ascending!

We’re Number 3!!!  Up a spot
since last report!  AND we
reached the million point mark!
Clover can continue it’s move to
the top and earn needed school
equipment and supplies.  Parents
and Friends of Clover can log in
receipts at the Customer Service
desk on the 2nd floor.  Or you can
put your receipts (originals,
please!) in the Schools Cent's box
in the school office. (Put them in
an envelope with their child's
name and room number and
School Cents Guru Ronnie Galvan
– ronniegalvan@yahoo.com
310-470-1531 – will return them
to your child.)  Number 2 next???

Mikel Around & About

The recent eclipse of the moon in progress,
Febuary 13 th  Ð source: LA Times

On Tuesday, February 12, 2008, I
went back to the Griffith Park
Observatory but this time, I didn’t
only bring my brother, I also
brought Ezra, one of my friends
since second grade.

We drove from Ezra’s home to the
Observatory where we had a
delicious spaghetti and non-
meatball feast made by my Dad.

Next, we entered the Observatory
where we saw the golden
pendulum and Tesla coil.  But
what we really came for was a
lecture on the Lunar eclipse [given
by Observatory director, Dr. E.C.
Krupp – ed.].He told us about how
the sun casts the Earth’s shadow
on the Moon and the theory the
early Chinese had of thinking a
dragon was swallowing it.

Afterwards, Ezra spied IMPACT!,
a computer simulation game, that
lets you customize an asteroid.  He
proceeded to create a meteor that
eliminated a canyon.  My brother
August then eliminated a state, but
on his second turn, he destroyed
the Earth.  Somehow, the Earth
kept regenerating, giving me a
chance to eliminate the center of
North America.  (We pretended
that California survived.)
Eventually, we returned Ezra to
his home and we all awaited
Chinese dragons and the lunar
eclipse the next night.


